opment. He wns methodical in habit, and kopt a dinry from his entrance into the ranks, in which he recorded the more important daily events tonching himself and his comrades in camp or on the nTarch.
Tlui first service his regiment was called npon to perform ¡liter its organization at Camp Pope, in Iowa City, took it to the usual trial gronnd of Iowa troops, Missouri, in the neighborhood of Rolla, which movement absorbed the autumn atid winter of 18(i2-3. It was, however, in the spring of 1803 dcrtected from its i-oiirse by the exigencies of the campaign against Virksburg and embarked on a Mississijiíñ transport which conveyed it to Young's Point, Louisiana, whero the iiiuiy designed for the capture of Vicksburg was massing.
The romance of the great military adventure known as the ''Vicksburg campaign"-running the rebel batteries in front of the stronghold with wooden transports laden with rations-canal digging^-^levee cutting-the march by Millikin's Bend-finally crossing the river on the riddled transports which had run the batteries -though always interesting is more than a twice-told tale, and it is unnecessary to rehearse it here more than to say that Griffith and the Twenty-second Iowa bore their share in it.
Griffith's quick intelligence had early secured his promotion to the rank of sergeant, so that when he crossed the Mississippi from Carthage to Hard Times Landing on the 3()th of April, lu' carried this rank with him^iis sole and oidy fortune-in his "baptisni of blood'' the next day at the battle of Port Gibson, the first in the series of actions in the rear of Vickfibnrg.
His regiment was attached tu Liiwlcr's brigade of Carr's (livisiou and in the Thirteenth army corps, and also bore a part at the rapidly recurring brilliant actions of Raymtmd, Jackson, Clianipimi'H Hill and Black River Bridge. I ¡tass by these hurriedly, as being the property of history, written and re-written and not prominent in relation to the event I am hastening to as pre-eminent in this narrative. It had been ordained, as we say by Fate, that the number of Üriííith's regiment and the nnmber of the day of the month should correspond when one of those great conjunctions of events should transpire to suddenly change the destiny (if at least one of those obscure integers of the Twentysecfjnd, who should emerge from the deaiily conflict of that day with fame so bright as to dazzle the beholders even in the brilliancy of tlie illustrious coniniander himself.
This was Sergeant Joseph K. Griffith, who. as General Grant says in his official report, with eleven other comrades, all save one of whom were killed, was the only one of that anny wlio actually entered a rebel post in the charge of the 22d of May. and bronght out jtrisonersarid tielivered them tn him.
In Greeley's ••AmiTÍ<-aii Conflict." this episode of the charge is referred to as follows: "Rnshing forward to lhe HSBanlt ])reeisely at 10 a. m.. Lawler's l)rigadeH hail within tifteeii minutes carried the ditch, slt)pe and bastion of the fort they confronted, which was entered by Sergeant Gritfilh and eleven privates of the Twenty-second Iowa, all of wboni fell in il bnt the sergeant, who brought away twelve rebels as prisoners."
In General Badeau's work, relating the same event, he l)ears this testimony: "Lawler's brigade in Carr's division., which had carried the tete-de-pont on the Big Black river, dashed forward with its uhl imjietnowity. su])])orti'd hy Landrum's brigade of Smith's division, ami in less than Hfteen minutes fi part f)f our brigade, the ïwenty-srcond Iowa, succeeded in crossing the ditch and parapet of a rebel outwork., but not receiving the supjH)rt of the rest of the column could not push further nor drive the enemy from the main work immediately in the rear. A hand-to-hanil figlit here ensued. lasting several minutes; hand grenades, also, were thrown by the rebels in the rear, while the national troops still commanded the outer parapet.
•'Every man in the party bnt one was shot down. Sergeant Joseph Griffith of (he Twenty-second Iowa fell at the time with his comrades, stunned hut uot seriously hurt. On !iis recovery he foiintl n rebel lientennnt nntl sixteen men lying in the outwork, still unwonnded. though exposed to the tire of both friend nnd foe. He rose and bnde them follow him out of the plnce. too hot for any man to stay and live. The rebels obeyed, and. calling to the troops outside to cease their firing. Gritñth brought his prisoners over the parapet, under storm of rebel shot that killed fonr of those so willing to surrender.
"For this ju't of gjiUimtry üriífith was nest day promoted by Grant lo n tirst lieutennncy. thns literally. like a knight of the middle ages, winning his spui-s on the field. Ht' was not twenty years old nnd shortly afterwards received an appoiiituirnt to the Military Academy nt West Point, where he wns known ns 'Grant's cadet.' nnd gvmUuited in 1S()7 fifth in liiw class."
On his graduation (iriffith wns (isHigned to the engineer corps, to which his high standing in the class entitled him.
Innnedintely after lenving the ncademy he married MÍHS Belle, ckler daughter of Dr. Thomas Rigg. of Iowa City. After n few years* service he resignetl from the army to nccetit a [Kisition as a civil engineer ini the government cnnnl near Keokuk. then in course of construction, to facilitate navigation on the Mississippi river. In a little while he relinquished this, too, to settle down in his old home at Iowa City where he engaged in commercial business, nnd where he suddenly died in July. 1^77. leaving beside a widow, two dnughti'rs, Eliznbeth. now Mrs. Clifford Coldreti of Boston, and Madie, now Mrs. Wright of Council Blufl's. and one son. Lloyd E. Griffith, nlso of Council Bluffs.
TliUK. at tlu'j^'nrly nge of thirty-four, after brilliiint feats (»f nrms performed in wnr, and high achievements gained^in the class room, which threw lustre u])O7i the arms nnd scliolnrship of his ndojited State, dieil the stalwart youth whose friends niight well claim for liim the title of "the hero of the Civil War from Iowa."
